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WHAT IS INFORMATION LITERACY?

n L
-( )= ALA Definition of Information Literacy
é i Y

“To be Information Literate, a person must be
able to recognize when information is needed and

have the abllity to locate, evaluate, and use
effectively the needed information”

American Library Association, Presidential Committee on
Information Literacy. Final Report. (Chicago: American Library
Association, 1989).

http.//www.ala.org/acrl/nili/ilitlst.html




Why iIs Information Literacy
Important?

 Equips individuals for lifelong learning
« More than knowing how to use Computers
* Includes critical reflection of information

 Highlights the global nature of information

* Allows use of relevant information for informed
decision making



What are the Skills Needed to be
Information Literate?

Ability to recognize when information is
needed

Know where and how to discover the
needed information

Are comfortable using a variety of tools to
find, modify and assimilate the
Information

Critically evaluate and synthesize the
Information



Responsiblility for Information Literacy
Education.

 Shared responsibility of all educators and
Information providers

 Requires collaboration of faculty and
librarians

« Must be integrated into courses at all
levels to provide reinforcement of skills

e Students must complete assignments to
practice research skills

e |t cannot be taught in one session.



IMPORTANCE OF RESEARCH
SKILLS

Basic research skills useful In the
real world

“Knowledge Is power”



SOURCES OF INFORMATION:

Books

ePeriodicals 2 7%'
400

Newspapers

e|Nternet



SOURCES: CURRENT INFORMATION

eNewspapers

Magazines
J |(f%\ %{]
eTelevision l% {’2 I

eRadio

e|Nternet



SOURCES OF INFORMATION
FOR SCHOLARLY RESEARCH

eBooks
sMonographs

e Journal Articles

eDissertations

T heses



STARTING RESEARCH
Al THE LIBRARY

Library

eResources undergo review before purchase
Most information and services are free
eInformation Is organized

Most information iIs kept permanently

Reference =COMES WITH PERSONAL
Desk ASSISTANCE!



RESEARCH: INTERNET
RESOURCES

¥ ADVANTAGES:

V|
eVariety & timeliness
eAvallable 24 hours/7 days a week

DISADVANTAGES:
Do not go through review process
eSome Information not free
Not organized
Most iInformation not permanent




Library web site:

www.philander.edu/academics/library.aspx

eProvides access to books, electronic
catalog, periodicals and databases

eProvides access to library policies,
services and programs



YOUR 1ST TRIP TO THE
LIBRARY: FINDING BOOKS

Why use books? In-depth coverage of a
topic

How to find books? Use the library’s online
catalog

Call numbers? Unigue identification
number for books




D. W. REYNOLDS LIBRARY
ONLINE CATALOG

Electronic inventory of library materials

Search by keyword(s) describing your topic.
Review list of results. Make note of each
item’s CALL NUMBER.

CALL NUMBER is identification number for
library books. Library uses the Dewey
Decimal Classification System.




RECORD FROM
LIBRARY CATALOG

Includes AUTHOR, TITLE, PUBLISHER,
and DATE OF PUBLICATION.

SUBJECT HEADINGS describe content.

CALL NUMBER and LOCATION specify
where item is shelved in the Library.

Example of CALL NUMBER:
370.3 SMI




YOUR 1ST TRIP TO THE
LIBRARY: FINDING ARTICLES

Periodical?
Iltem published on a continuing basis

Examples?
Newspapers, magazines, and journals

Finding articles on specific topics?
Periodicals databases such as EBSCOhost
Academic Search Premier, Proquest, JSTOR




EBSCOhost ACADEMIC SEARCH PREMIER

Online periodicals
Index and database
for magazine and
journal articles

‘ NOT ALL CONTENT FROM
O’ PERIODICALS IS REPLICATED ONLINE!






